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PROCEEDI NGS
11: 05

MR. TYRRELL: Now, it's Saturday, February
the 17th, and it's 11: 05 Eastern Standard Ti ne.

And what's the proper pronunciation of your
name, sSir?

MR. BREHMER: Jay Brehner.

MR. TYRRELL: Brehnmer, okay. M. Brehner,
could you please start with when you arrived at the
sub base at Pearl Harbor and -- and start your
narrative there and tell me what you did and what
you saw?

MR. BREHMER: Okay. Got there early in the
norning, six thirty or seven o' clock. W were
escorted —-fromthe parking lot to the guard station
(i naudi ble) —to the parking | ot adjacent to the
submarine, it was probably about seven thirty to
eight o’ clock-- (inaudible) -- we were nmet-- there
by the Commander, Waddl e, the chief of staff--

(i naudi ble) -- we were also net there by the various
ot her officers —executive officer (inaudible) --
board the ship -- were given instructions for the
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day -- (i naudible)

MR. TYRRELL: Were you given any idea of
what the submarine was going to do, what types of
evolutions it was going to -- be placed on, be
executing?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e)

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So what did you do

after the -- after you finished the initial
wel com ng and the -- (inaudible)?
MR. BREHMER: At that point -- (inaudible)

-- said that we woul d separate into groups, two or
three groups -- (inaudible) --

MR. TYRRELL: And what did you do?

MR. BREHMER: | went first to the --
(i naudi bl e) --

MR. TYRRELL: The main deck?

MR. BREHMER: Qutside -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Not up on the sail or the
counting tower but down on the main deck?

MR. BREHMER: That's correct. On the main
-- main deck

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. BREHMER: We were all given -- given
life jackets and told — told how to use them
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(i naudi ble) -- watched as they prepared the ship for
-- prepared the ship for sea and -- (inaudible) --
t he submarine crew -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. How |long were you out
on deck?

MR. BREHMER: OCh, |I'd say twenty to --

(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Where did you go from
t here?

MR. BREHMER: From there we went back to
the crew ness -- (inaudible) --

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: Once we were in the crews
mess-- (inaudible) -- for a period of tinme watching
things -- (inaudible) John Hall, Watt,

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi ble) --

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And did anything
significant transpire while you were up in the -- in
the sail area? Anything that related to |ater
event s?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Leaving the -- the
sail, where did you -- where did you then go?
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MR. BREHMER: Then we went back to the
crew s ness and -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: \What -- what areas did it
t ake you to?

MR. BREHMER: We were in the bridge area
is that what they, right term bridge area,
peri scope (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: | think they call it a
control roonf

MR. BREHMER: Control room -- (inaudible) -
- officer's quarters, officer's nmess-- crew s
quarters.

MR. TYRRELL: Mmhmm Did you go into the
sonar roonf

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Did -- did anybody say
anyt hi ng about any of the equi pment not being

operati onal ?

MR. BREHMER: Yeah. | was in the sonar
room (I naudi ble) -- we were -- able to hear -
whal es -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm
MR. BREHMER: (Ilnaudible) -- | sat in the

sonar room probably half an hour.
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MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: 45 minutes. During that tinme
t he sonar -- (inaudible) -- station — had to be
reboot ed (i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. After you finished the
tour, what -- what did you do next?

MR. BREHMER: We were — it was then a
lunch time -- (inaudible) -- water that —officers
nmess (i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Was the submarine still on
the surface at this time?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Did you have anything to do
with the submergi ng operation?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So you went to have
unch. | understand that there were two seatings
for lunch?

MR. BREHMER: That’'s correct, | was in the
second seating (Ilnaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: In the second seating, okay.

Up to the tinme that you had | unch were you or did
you see any of the other guests in any -- any
position where they were actually operating any of
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t he submarine's control s?

MR. BREHMER: | believe that —-who were, -I
did see one of the guest sitting in one of the
(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Do you remenber who
t hat was?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. All right. So about
what time did you finish lunch?

MR. BREHMER: | believe it was around
twelve thirty . . -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And what did you do
after lunch?

MR. BREHMER: After lunch I think we al
assembled -- (inaudible) -- either in the crew s
mess or -- (inaudible) -- not long after lunch ended
— report to the control room for (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. When you were in the
control room were there -- were all of the guests

there together in the control roonf

MR. BREHMER: | don't know if all of them
were there or not -- (inaudible) -- | believe all of
themin our group -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Were you positioned in
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a particular |ocation or were you allowed to go
about wherever you wanted to go?

MR. BREHMER: No, | wasn't positioned in a

specific location. | was standing next to the --
(i naudi ble) -- facing the front of the boat | was to
the left -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: (1 naudi ble) — of the control
room |eft of the periscope area.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Were you given any
type of instructions relative to noving around or --

or speaking or anything |ike that?

MR. BREHMER: (Il naudible) -- told us to be
qui et -- (inaudible).
MR. TYRRELL: |Is that -- those instructions

are given by whonf

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi ble) -- given by the
captain or they were given by the person who was
escorting us -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Wuld you say that the
guests followed those instructions?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .
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MR. TYRRELL: Okay. So it was relatively
quiet and -- and -- and the guests were not noving
around in the control roonf

MR. BREHMER: There was -- there was no --
(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. What types of
maneuvers did the -- did you observe the crew put
t he submari ne t hrough?

MR. BREHMER: W -- we dove to the -- feet
mar k- - (i naudi bl e) came back up -- 400 feet.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: Nunber of turns
(i naudi bl e). (lnaudible) -- angle -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: And these -- these maneuvers,
were -- were all the nmaneuvers executed by -- by

Navy crew or were any of the guests involved in --

inthe -- in -- in the --
MR. BREHMER: | did not see any of the
guests involved -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Now, if | understand
it, at -- at some point in the process there was --
t here was guests invited to -- to -- to becone
involved directly in -- in at |east one, within the
| ast mi nute-- (inaudible) -- before the accident
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happened. | was wondering if you could tell ne
exactly how that transpired, as you can best recall?
MR. BREHMER: | -- | was close to John Hal
-- (inaudible).
MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: (1 naudi ble) -- not see --
(i naudi ble) -- was not aware of -- (inaudible) -- |
did not see that and | don't recall -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Do you recall M. Hal
receiving any instructions on what he was going to
be expected to do?

MR. BREHMER: Yes, very clearly --

(i naudi bl e) -- crew nmenber goi ng over that --
(i naudi ble) -- tines.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. BREHMER: \What the procedure was.

MR. TYRRELL: Did it appear, from your
vant age poi nt anyways, to be a very intricate

operation?

MR. BREHMER: Not at all. | -- (inaudible)
-- think it was intricate. | thought it was --
(i naudi bl e) -- specific procedure -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.
MR. BREHMER: It | ooked to be --
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(i naudi bl e).
MR. TYRRELL: Okay. All right. Can you

take me through what happened up until the -- as |
understand it, the -- this maneuver was -- was
executed and then -- and then during this maneuver

the collision with the Japanese vessel occurred.

Can you take ne through how t he maneuver progressed?
MR. BREHMER: We surfaced -- (inaudible) --

checked the periscope.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hrm

MR. BREHMER: | was very close to a screen
-- (inaudible) -- and one of the periscopes --
(i naudi bl e) -- that periscope was used by one of the

crew menbers. He nade three or four 360-degree
revol utions --

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: -- with that periscope. |
did not see anything on the screen that | ooked |ike
a vessel -- (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: (Il naudi ble) -- water. At
t hat poi nt Commander Waddl e -- (inaudible) --
peri scope, did one revolution. And then asked for
the sub to, | believe, to go up another two feet,
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shal | ower anot her two feet-- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: He did at |east one nore
revol uti on maybe ...two nore revol utions--
(i naudi ble). Again, | did not see anything --
(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Did you hear any reports from
t he sonar crew at that tine?

MR. BREHMER: No, | was -- (inaudible) --
opposite corner -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So after Conmander
Waddl e made the sweeps with the periscope, what
happened next ?

MR. BREHMER: He gave the conmand to dive
(I naudi ble) -- at that point — we dove to
approxi mately 400 feet (inaudible) — fromthe time
of himgiving-- (inaudible) -- that command to the
time of -- (inaudible) -- John and the other crewmn
— pulling the, pulling the valves for the
(i naudi bl e) -- bl ow down.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: | figure that wasn’t nore
than five m nutes. (Il naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: \When he pulled the |evers?
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MR. BREHMER: When he pulled the | evers
probably took three or four -- (inaudible) or ten--
seconds for the ship to begin to rise. The bow
started to cone up at a rather-- (inaudible) --
severe angl e.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: The -- at that tinme the nen
on (inaudible) -- the submarine. There was a very
| ar ge bang.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: At that point the commander
said, what the hell was that?

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: At that point ...(lnaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: | see. And when you went to
the crew s nmess did you see anything?

MR. BREHMER: Yes. W saw a, boat --

(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Was it -- was it
obvi ous that the -- that it was sinking?

MR. BREHMER: It was obvious (I naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Did you actually see
it -- see it sink?

MR. BREHMER: | saw it taking on water. |
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was only in the crew s ness maybe a m nute.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: But within that mnute --
(i naudi ble) -- it was going down very quickly. At
that point the crew was comng in a number of --
(i naudi bl €) energency -- equi pnment.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: And we were all asked to go
to the torpedo room -- (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. BREHMER: Fromthe time of the bang to
the time we got to the torpedo room | don't believe
it was nore than -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: And did you do anything

special in the torpedo roomor were you just -- was
that like a holding area for you and the -- other
guests to -- to wait?

MR. BREHMER: It was really a holding area.
We hel ped themuntie -- (inaudible) -- one of the
ceiling panels.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: We hel ped -- (inaudible).
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MR. TYRRELL: Okay. How long were you in

the -- the torpedo roonf

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR, TYRRELL: |'m sorry?

MR. BREHMER: A |long tine.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. | understand that --
MR. BREHMER: An hour.

MR. TYRRELL: An hour?

MR. BREHMER: Pl us.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Did you hear any

announcenents that were going on over the public
address system on the submarine during the tinme you
were in the torpedo roonf

MR. BREHMER: During the torpedo room I
remenber hearing one specifically, and that was -
the captain was com ng over and telling (inaudible)
-- the crew that there was a boat-- (inaudible) — |
believe he stated the nane of the boat at that
poi nt, and he needed everyone's attention --
(i naudi ble) -- and the rescue effort.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: He said everyone had trained
for this -- this contingency. Everybody --
(i naudi ble) -- relax and focus on the job at hand --
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(i naudi bl e) -- don't renember any other
announcenents -- (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) —-We were being
given certain information froma -- | believe his
name was Harris.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: (Il naudible) -- Harris and Bob
-- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Bob?

MR. BREHMER: The chief of staff
(I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: ©Oh, okay. Okay. At any tinme
whil e you were aboard the submarine and after the
accident, in your presence did anybody ask the
captai n what happened or why it happened?

MR. BREHMER: (Il naudible) no | don’t think
so. -- after being down -- (inaudible) —after being
down torpedo room -- (inaudible) —we were noved up
into the officer's ness.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Did he volunteer any
expl anation as to why the accident happened?
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MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Did any of the crew fromthe
submari ne other than the captain say anything al ong
t hose |ines?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. | understand that you
ended up stayi ng overnight on board?

MR. BREHMER: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. About what tine was it
that you returned to Pearl|l Harbor?

MR. BREHMER: Around nine thirty--

(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Next norning, okay. |
understand there was sone kind of a debriefing that
t he Navy put you through before -- before you left?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi ble) -- debriefing --
(i naudi ble). That was a -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: All right.

MR. BREHMER: (Il naudible). W were treated
very wel |

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) -- professional
at nosphere. They bent over backwards to nake sure
we were safe -- (inaudible) -- what was going on --
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(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. |It's been reported to
us that the guests may have been served al cohol
whil e on board the submarine. Can you tell ne
whet her or not that was --

MR. BREHMER: That’s not accurate
(I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: It's not accurate? Okay. To
your know edge, did any of the guests bring any
al cohol on board?

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: So it's a conpletely

i naccurate, false statenent that -- that we heard?
Ckay.

Well, sir, is there anything el se about the
incident that you'd like to tell me that -- that we

haven't covered?

MR. BREHMER: Yeah, one other thing.
(I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

(Pause)

MR. TYRRELL: Hello? |I'msorry.

(Pause)

MR. BREHMER: This was a -- a very
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difficult situation.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MR. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: | appreciate that, sir. |

really -- |1 don't have any -- any

further questions

19

for you, sir. | would like to go through the sane -

- same process with your wife --
on the phone. Thank you very nuc

MR. BREHMER: Thank you

get you to put her
h.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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